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Direction of fit

– Is beneficence good 
because God loves it?

• Or…

– Does god love 
beneficence because 
it is good?

• Compare

– Belief & desire

Facts & values

• God loves sexual 
continence

• So what?



2

Ought implies can

• Plato thought moral 
understanding was the 
preserve of the few. 

• How does this sit with 
Christian demands of 
virtue for personal 
salvation?

La philosophie donne moyen
de parler vraisemblement de 
toutes choses, et se faire 
admirer des moins savants; que
la jurisprudence, la médicine et 
les autres sciences apportent
des honneurs et des richesses à
ceux qui les cultivent.

– Rene Descartes, Discours de la méthode

Philosophy gives the means to 
speak with apparent authority 
on all matters, and to make 
oneself admired by the less 
learned; while law, medicine 
and the other sciences bring 
honor and riches upon their 
practitioners.

– Rene Descartes, Discourse on Method
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